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Strange bedfellows 

• Endorsed by – 
• 27 governments 
• 34 world’s largest companies 
• 16 indigenous peoples organisations 
• 35 NGOs & research bodies 



 
 

10 actions, including 
• End natural forest loss by 2030 
• Reduce deforestation from other economic 

sectors by 2020 
• Eliminate deforestation from private-sector 

supply chains of agricultural commodities 
• Forest governance, transparency, rule of law 
• Recognize land & resource rights of 

indigenous peoples 

New York Declaration focuses on  action 
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The lungs of the world 



Rainforests are world’s sweat glands 
 



Deforestation affects food production 
in the Amazon 

• Pasture productivity declines by 28-33% 
• Cattle production becomes unviable in some 

areas 
• Soy yields drop by 25% in half the Amazon & 60 

in a third 
• Rainy season is delayed by 2 weeks 
• Deforested areas get warmer and drier 

• .  
 



Deforestation affects food production 
thousands of miles away 

 Source:  Dr Deborah  Lawrence,  dl3c@virginia.edu   
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6 billion to 9 billion people 
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Size of the middle class in 2009 & 2030 
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• Food     -70% increase needed 
• Fodder  -dietary upgrade – more meat 
• Fuel      –8 million to 2 billion cars 
• Fiber     -3-fold increase 
• Feedstock - ? 

Forests in the hot seat 



Increased competition for land 
Availability 
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Source: S. Nilsson IIASA 



Source:  www.climateandlanduse.com 



Consumption of deforesting commodities 



Source: http://www.forest-trends.org/illegal-deforestation.php; 
http://www.climateandlandusealliance.org/en/Global_Commodity_Business/ 

http://www.forest-trends.org/illegal-deforestation.php
http://www.climateandlandusealliance.org/en/Global_Commodity_Business/


Source: http://www.forest-trends.org/illegal-deforestation.php; 

http://www.forest-trends.org/illegal-deforestation.php


Types of illegality 

Issue of license or permits 
• Corruptly issued, fraudulently obtained 
• Clearance without all or some  permits 
• In contravention of long-held customary rights 
Clearance and operations 
• Outside concession or in protected areas 
• Using fire 
• Contravening environmental and social safeguards 
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What are voluntary company pledges? 

• A public roadmap 
• Traceability of suppliers (tier 1 to tier 4) 
• Specifications for suppliers 
• Contractual obligation in purchasing 

agreements 
• Contract penalties for non-compliance 
• Independent third party monitoring 

 



What can governments do? 

Responsible governments 
• Reward good business 
• Clean up dirty business 
• Reduce risky business 
• Actions on both demand & supply side 

 



A defining moment? 

Eiffel tower Sistine Chapel, Vatican 



Thank you! 
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