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Official timber trade data!!! 

 





Total imports by groups of countries (%) 

 



In short 

 Between 2000 and 2013 international trade in tropical 
primary timber products (logs, sawnwood, veneer and 
plywood) decreased by 16% in volume and 2.5% in value 
• Several possible explanations, but very different across countries 

and continents 

 Imports by Australia, the EU and the USA halved (-50%) while 
those by China and India (et al.) remained stable and then 
increased in recent years 
 Trends influenced by the financial crisis (direct impact in 

housing and building), log-export bans, but also by increasing 
domestic demand for timber products by larger proportion of 
the population in emerging economies 



2 
Challenges and opportunities 

Four, with an African perspective, and for you as leaders 



1. Get the numbers right! 

Source: www.cifor.org/pro-formal  

http://www.cifor.org/pro-formal


The “invisible” Cameroonian timber 

Informal, artisanal, small-
scale...and invisible (e.g. FAO, 
ITTO and national databases) 



3. Private governance is an option  

 Forest certification of 
tropical timber from natural 
forests (now a tiny niche 
market) could help you and 
your countries supply 
“better” timber to the market 
(whether or not companies 
decide to sell it as “certified”) 
 But public policies (and State 

officials) can also be a 
“threat” 
 



FSC: Congo basin trends 

 The green area is NOT growing also because of “the law” 
 Embrace the challenge, keep the good, sanction the bad 



 



 



 



 



4. Perceptions are (almost) everything  

 Many perceptions supported by wrong information 
 And your contribution is needed to change them! 



IL: Assumptions or facts? 
2006 

2005 



Estimates? 

2004 



Estimates? 

2002 

2001 
2000 
1999... 



GRACIAS 
OBRIGADO 

TERIMA KASIH 
MERCI 
谢谢 

THANK YOU 
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