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Mr. Wale Adeleke, REDD Forest Governance Thematic Coordinator, West and Central Africa Programme 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)  
Mr. Adeleke, a forester by training, is currently based in Ghana. He obtained his first degree in forestry 
from the University of Ibadan, Nigeria and went on to earn a Masters degree in forest surveying from 
the Institute of Aero-Space Survey and Earth Sciences (ITC) in Enschede, Netherlands, and a Ph.D. in 
forest policy from the University of Ibadan. Mr. Adeleke has more than 30 years of experience in forest 
resources management, forest policy, advocacy, and organisational and institutional consulting in 
natural resources management and conservation. He has served as a technical advisor first with the 
Government of Nigeria and then with World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) in Switzerland, Cameroon 
and Cote d’Ivoire. He is also member of various forest-related organisations including the Forestry 
Association of Nigeria (FAN), Commonwealth Forestry Association (CFA), and Ghana Institute of 
Foresters (GIF). 
 
Dr. Solange Bandiaky-Badji, Regional Program Director, Africa  
Rights & Resources Initiative  
Dr. Bandiaky-Badji is the Africa Program Director for the Rights and Resources Initiative. She leads the 
development of RRI’s strategy for engagement in Africa with a focus on tenure rights, building more 
synergies around new strategic analyses, and giving actors a more strategic understanding of trends, 
issues, options, and gender in Africa. She holds a PhD in women’s and gender studies from Clark 
University in Massachusetts, and Masters’ degrees in Environmental Sciences and in Philosophy from 
Cheikh Anta Diop University in Senegal. She previously worked as the Regional Expert on gender and 
climate change for the Africa Adaptation Programme (AAP) and the UNDP/ BDP Gender Team in New 
York.  Solange has published work on gender in relation to natural resource management, 
decentralization/local governance, forest and land reforms. She speaks English, French, and Wolof, one 
of the local languages of Senegal.  
 
Ms. Claire Biason, Senior Associate, Networking Support Program 
Rights & Resources Initiative  

Ms. Biason joined Rights and Resources Initiative (RRI) in March 2011. She graduated from the Institut 
d'Etudes Politiques in Aix-en-Provence (France) in September 2009 with a Master’s degree in 
international affairs and political science. Throughout her higher education, she has focused on 
development issues and human rights especially in Latin America and Africa. She maintains a keen 
interest in sustainable development principles and climate change issues. Since February 2013, she is 
the Senior Associate of the Networking Support Program which objective is to enhance and consolidate 
support to strategically relevant networks to strengthen their ability to promote tenure reforms. Prior to 
joining RRI, she interned at the Academic Council on the United Nations System and at the Stimson 



Center where she focused on the implementation of international health regulations and water scarcity 
issues. Claire is fluent in French, English, and Spanish. 
 
Mr. Barthélemy Boika Mahambi, Technical Assistant for Participatory Mapping, Réseau Ressources 
Naturelles 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
Mr. Boika was trained by the Réseau Ressources Naturelles (RRN), a network of national NGOs in the 
D.R. Congo, in 2006 to become a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technician while working at the 
Circle for the Defense of the Environment (CEDEN), one of RRN’s partners. Until 2009, he was a GIS 
technician in RRN’s participatory mapping laboratory in the forest province of Bandundu. Since then, he 
has been in charge of the participatory mapping program at RRN’s national coordination office in 
Kinshasa. Before joining RRN, Mr. Boika worked on community mapping to identify the overlapping 
claims on forest concessions and protected areas. 
 
Mr. Dale N. Bosworth, Former Chief 
United States Forest Service  
Mr. Bosworth served as the U.S. Forest Service Chief from 2001 to 2007. After starting his career as a 
forester in St. Joe National Forest, Idaho, he served the Forest Service in a series of positions in Idaho, 
Montana, and Utah, including as district ranger, planning staff officer, and forest supervisor. In 1992, 
Mr. Bosworth was named deputy regional forester for the Pacific Southwest Region. He was promoted 
to regional forester for the Intermountain Region in 1994 and regional forester for the Northern 
Region in 1997. As Chief, Mr. Bosworth faced a series of challenges and launched an effort to improve 
Forest Service processes. A series of measures, culminating in the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 
2003, facilitated forest stewardship. Bosworth also revised the national rule for forest planning to 
make the process quicker, cheaper, and more conducive to public participation. Under his leadership, 
the Forest Service focused on four central threats to forest health: fire and fuels; invasive species; loss 
of working forests and rangelands to development; and outdoor recreation not managed well enough 
to prevent damage to natural resources. Mr. Bosworth also pioneered the Forest Service’s approach to 
dealing with climate change. He retired in 2007. 
 
Mr. Gary Burnett, Executive Director 
Blackfoot Challenge 
Mr. Burnett put 25 plus years of experience in natural resource management and nonprofit 
development to work for the Blackfoot Watershed. He has worked with and for public and private 
landowners and managers, and is experienced in land protection and stewardship, prescribed fire, 
natural areas, wildlife and habitat management. He has developed and directed annual fundraising 
efforts, major gift campaigns and planned giving programs for three national organizations. He currently 
serves as the Executive Director of Blackfoot Challenge.   
 
Mr. Matar Cissé, CEO  
National Agency of the Great Green Wall  
Mr. Cissé has over thirty years of experience in the forest sector. He started in 1977 as the Head of 
several Water and Forests department in different regions of Senegal. He managed several projects 
funded by multilateral donors and started working at the Division of Water, Forests, Hunting and Soil 
Conservation as the head of the planning and forest production unit from 1994-1997. From 2001 and 
2003, he coordinated the Planning and Monitoring Unit of the Ministry of Environment. He became 
Director of Water, Forests, Hunting and Soil Conservation in 2004 until he took his new position as CEO 
of the National Agency of the Great Green Wall in 2009. He holds a MBA in project management from 
Laval University, Canada. 
 



Ms. Sally Collins, Fellow  
Rights and Resources Initiative 
Ms. Collins served as the first Director of the USDA Office of Environmental Markets (OEM) prior to 
retiring from USDA. OEM was established to advance markets for ecosystem services provided by farms, 
forests, and ranches across the country. She has spent more than 25 years in natural resource 
management, working at the “field level” as a forest manager for 20 years prior to coming to 
Washington DC. Her last field assignment was Forest Supervisor of the 1.6 million acre Deschutes 
National Forest. For eight years, she served as Associate Chief for the U.S. Forest Service, sharing 
responsibilities with the Chief for management of all of the 155 National Forests and Grasslands, 
providing support to tribal, state and private lands, and overseeing the International Program Office. She 
currently works as a Fellow with the Rights and Resources Initiative (RRI) to help the largest forested 
countries of the world establish secure tenure arrangements and laws for their forested estates. For 
seven years, she has served (and continues to serve) as Co-chair of MegaFlorestais, an organization 
established to informally connect the top forest leaders in the world. 
 
Mr. Paul DeLong, Chief State Forester, Division of Forestry 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Mr. Delong is an Administrator of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Forestry 
and Wisconsin’s Chief State Forester. He is one of more than 450 permanent and many seasonal forestry 
employees who work in concert with countless internal and external partners to protect and sustainably 
manage Wisconsin’s forests to provide the wide array of ecological, economic and social benefits for 
present and future generations. Mr. Delong’s career in public service began in 1992 as the State Lands 
Specialist for Forestry. He later served as Chief of the Forestry Program Support Section and then for five 
years as Deputy Chief State Forester. Prior to his career with the Wisconsin DNR, he worked as a 
mediator for the RESOLVE Center for Environmental Dispute Resolution, and subsequently as a senior 
program officer for World Wildlife Fund, both in Washington, D.C. Mr. DeLong received a bachelor's 
degree in forestry from the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point and a master's degree in natural 
resource policy from the University of Michigan. A Certified Forester, Mr. DeLong currently serves as the 
Legislative Chair of the National Association of State Foresters. In recognition of the work of the Division 
and its many partners, Mr. DeLong received a Conservation Leadership Award from the Nature 
Conservancy in 2010, was named Conservationist of the Year by the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation in 
2011, and received a Distinguished Alumnus Award from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point in 
2012. 
 
Mr. Célestin Dembélé, Deputy program director 
Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation - Mali  
Mr. Dembélé has worked for over 15 years in the field of NGOs and private sector. He was a trainer in a 
forestry school and participated in many projects and consultations in Africa: Senegal, Niger, Burkina 
Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Ghana, Kenya, etc. He currently is Deputy program director for the Swiss NGO, 
HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation in Mali. He represents HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation in the 
environmental group of technical and financial partners in Mali. He is an active member of the RRI 
coalition in Mali. By training, he is an Engineer of Water and Forestry (Mali) and holds a Master in 
Development and Environment (France). 
 
Mr. Jim Durglo, Tribal Forestry Department Head 
Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes 
Mr. Durglo has made many public speaking appearances based on his rich experience and observations 
in community-based forest management. In his current position he leads the Tribal Forestry 
Administration of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai tribes located in the Flathead Reservation of 
Montana.  He also serves on the board of directors of Salish Kootenai College.  



Mr. Mamadou Fall, Advisor to the Director of Water and Forestry in Development, Ministry of the 
Environment and Sustainable Development 
Senegal 
Mr. Fall is a forestry engineer by training with 26 years of experience in three agencies: the Directorate 
of Water and Forests, the National School of Rural Officials of Bambey and the National Agency for 
Agricultural and Rural Council. He currently works at the Directorate of Water and Forests and advises 
the director by revising the forest code and taxation, developing national planning guidelines and forest 
planning and management plans. Additionally he organizes the logging campaign and monitors the 
energy policy on domestic fuel. 
 
Mr. Gary Frank, Resource Program Manager, Forest Management Bureau, Land Trust Division 
Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation  
Mr. Frank is the Resource Program Manager for the Forest Management Bureau of the Trust Land 
Division of DNRC.  He is responsible for the Soils, Water, Fisheries, Wildlife and Forest Ecology Programs 
on Forested State Trust Lands.  He has been with DNRC for 25 years. Gary received his undergraduate 
and master degree training at the University of Montana.  Prior to being the Resource Management 
Section Supervisor, he spent 15 years as a forest hydrologist specializing in erosion control, BMP design, 
road and stream crossing engineering, and conducting watershed analysis. 
 
Mr. Bob Harrington, State Forester 
Montana Department of Natural Resources & Conservation  
Mr. Harrington’s academic travels have taken him from his hometown of Bonner Springs, Kansas, to the 
University of Montana College of Forestry and Conservation, where he received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in forest resource management in 1983. His work has taken him to the landscapes surrounding 
Missoula, Whitefish, Helena, Bozeman, and Billings, Montana, where he has since worked for the 
Montana Department of Natural Resources for the past 27 years. He is a returned Peace Corps 
Volunteer (Tanzania), and has traveled in Nepal, Ecuador, England, Mexico, and Holland. His most 
important trips have been to China, where he and his wife Pam met their daughters Tian and LinXiao, 
who keep them tired and happy. He enjoys spending time with his family and his dog, especially while 
skiing, rafting, fishing, mountain biking, and hiking. Mr. Harrington has been the Montana State Forester 
since 2003. 
 
Mr. Khin Maung Oo, Director, Planning and Statistics Division, Forest Department, Ministry of 
Environmental Conservation and Forestry 
Myanmar 
Since 2012 Mr. Khin Maung Oo has supervised forest reservations, the establishment of private 
plantations, forest monitoring and forest policy formulation. He works to coordinate activities with 
other divisions of the Forest Department as well as international organizations. He has over 15 years of 
experience working in the Myanmar Forest Department and earned his B.Sc. in forestry with a focus in 
Silviculture from Rangoon University in 1979. 
 
Mr. Tim Love, District Ranger, Lolo National Forest 
United States Forest Service Northern Region 
Mr. Love is the District Ranger on the USDA Forest Service Seeley Lake Ranger District. A graduate of the 
University of Montana forestry program, he has 35 years of experience working for the Forest Service’s 
Northern Region. He is a Certified Forester and member of the Society of American Foresters. 
 
  



Ms. Angela Mallon, Stewardship Specialist  
Montana Department of Natural Resources & Conservation 
Ms. Mallon has been employed by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation as 
the Stewarship Specialist for 4 years. In this position she is responsible for development, management, 
and implementation of strategies to provide Montana’s family forest landowners with technical, 
financial and educational assistance required for sustainable stewardship of private and community 
forest lands. Ms. Mallon worked previously in community forestry and wildfire research at Oregon State 
University, served as a Peace Corps volunteer in agroforestry extension in Paraguay, and was a 
firefighter with the Forest Service for five seasons. Ms. Mallon can be found in her spare time donning 
running shoes, a backpack, or skis to go play outside under Montana's big sky, often in the company of 
her Paraguayan mutt. 
 
Dr. Andrew McEwen, President 
New Zealand Institute of Forestry  
Dr. Andrew McEwen has been involved in New Zealand forestry for over 50 years.  From 1962 until 1987 
he worked with the former New Zealand Forest Service, a government department.  In that time he 
gained experience in general forest management, research and administration of a computer 
network.  The department was disestablished in 1987 and replaced by a Department of Conservation 
and a State Enterprise, the New Zealand Forestry Corporation. Dr. McEwen was involved in that 
restructuring and the establishment of the corporation, which was originally to take on the commercial 
assets of the Forest Service.  Following difficulty in establishing the market value of what amounted to 
about 50 percent of New Zealand’s plantation forests, the government decided to privatise the forests 
rather than continue with the corporatisation process. Dr. McEwen participated in the privatisation 
process, which required protection of land claims by New Zealand’s indigenous people (known as Maori) 
under the Treaty of Waitangi.  Subsequent to the sale of forests he participated in a number of Treaty of 
Waitangi settlements involving forest land. Dr. McEwen started a consultancy business in 2009, but is 
largely retired.  He has been on the Council of the New Zealand Institute of Forestry (the association for 
forestry professionals in New Zealand) since 2003, the last five years as President.  He is a registered 
member and Fellow of the Institute. 

Mr. Andres Bernal Morales, Head of the Legal Office, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development  
Colombia 
Mr. Morales is an attorney, specialized in contract law, with a Masters in Conflict Mediation from the 
University of Lumière Lyon II and a lecturer at the University of Javeriana in Bogotá. He has experience 
monitoring access to land for agrarian reform beneficiaries, monitoring land use conflicts and land 
tenure, and designing intervention mechanisms to regularize and formalize property rights. He has 
participated in the drafting of land laws, rural development policies and consultation and coordination 
of development projects. Over the past two years, he participated in the formulation of public policy 
instruments for rural development, agriculture, formalization and land restitution from the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development. Mr. Morales was part of the advisory team appointed by the 
Government of Colombia to discuss comprehensive agricultural development, the first point of the 
agenda, in the peace talks to be held with the FARC guerrillas in Havana, Cuba.  
 
Dr. Augusta Molnar, Senior Director, Country & Regional Programs 
Rights and Resources Initiative 
Dr. Molnar coordinates the country and regional activities of the Latin America, Asia and Africa 
Programs of the Rights and Resources Initiative (RRI), also focusing on RRI's global theme of Alternative 
Tenure & Enterprise Models (ATEMs) that better support local economies and livelihoods. Her M.A., 
Ph.D. and post-graduate work in the 1970s and 1980s was focused on South Asia – initially on gender 
and subsequently on natural resource management, community forestry and related social assessment. 



Prior to joining RRI, Dr. Molnar worked for more than 20 years with different international development 
agencies, mainly with the World Bank in Asia and Central America on issues of forestry, land tenure, 
gender, Indigenous Peoples and related policies. She has worked in Nepal, India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Mexico, Honduras, Chile, Costa Rica, and Central and West Africa. She speaks fluent Spanish, Nepali, 
English, and some French. 
 
Mr. Albeiro Moya Mena, Independent Consultant  
Colombia 
Mr. Moya Mena is from Curbaradó, a town on the banks of the river Atrato in the Chocó region, 
Republic of Colombia. He specializes in mining and energy law, and holds a Masters in environmental 
management studies. He received advanced training and diplomas in human rights, public policy, access 
to justice, sustainable land management and extractive industries. Mr. Moya Mena currently works as a 
columnist, an independent consultant, university professor and a researcher. He serves as president of 
the Corporación Jurídica Etnias, and is engaged in the development and implementation of strategies for 
the defense and protection of the land rights of communities and social organizations in Colombia. He is 
also currently an advisor to Interethnic Solidarity Forum of Chocó. 
 
Ms. Korotoumou Ouedraogo, Secretary General, African Women's Network for Community 
Management of Forests (REFACOF)  
Burkina Faso 
Ms. Ouedraogo has over 15 years of experience in institutional and organizational evaluation and 
analysis, gender issues, as well as monitoring and evaluation of projects and programs. She served as an 
advisor for economic affairs holding the positions of Director of the Coordination of Assistance to Private 
Sector, Director of Enterprise Promotion and Handicrafts, and Director of Internal Trade. She has been 
involved in several civil society organizations and currently serves as the Secretary General of the African 
Women’s Network for Community Management of Forests. Ms. Ouedraogo is also the founder and 
president of the Association of "Women, Employment and Appropriate Technologies", and a member of 
the Research Group “Action for the Governance of Forest Resources”. She holds a Masters in Economics 
and Finance. 
 
Mr. Albert Paka, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Minister of Land Affairs, Ministry of Land Affairs 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Mr. Paka has served as Deputy Chief of Staff of the Minister of Land Affairs since 2010. He earned his 
law degree from the Catholic University of Louvain in 1999.  From there he went on to practice law in 
Brussels until 2010 when he was admitted to the Matadi - DR Congo Bar.  He served in the transitional 
national assembly from 2003 to 2006 and as a Counselor to the Speaker from 2010 to 2012. 
 
Ms. Eugenia Ponce de Leon Chaux, Independent Consultant 
Colombia  
Ms. Ponce de Leon Chaux is a lawyer specialized in public law and holds master's degree in 
environmental studies. She has 20 years of experience on issues related to policy, legislation and 
environmental institutions, with an emphasis on institutional issues of conservation, forests and 
ecosystems. She is a consultant on environmental management issues, public policy, declaration of 
protected areas, and coordination of decision-making processes between public and private entities. 
She has published several studies on her national and international research. Ms. Ponce de Leon has 
worked with environmental NGOs on issues of legal advice, training and support processes. She served 
as Director General of the Alexander von Humboldt Institute under the Ministry of Environment (entity 
responsible for national biodiversity research). She is a member of the Commission on Environmental 
Law of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). She has contributed to several 
publications led by the Environmental Law Centre of IUCN in Bonn. 



Mr. Ram Prasad Lamsal, Joint Secretary, Forest Service of the Government of Nepal 
Nepal 
Mr. Prasad Lamsal has 24 years of experience in forestry with a focus on community based forest 
management. He started his professional career in 1988 as a lecturer and later as a training officer, 
Project Manager, District Forest Officer and Head (Deputy Director General) of the Community Forestry 
Program of Nepal. In his current position as a Joint Secretary, he acts as the Coordinator of the National 
Forestry Sector Strategy Development Task Force, the Coordinator of multiple donors funding the Multi-
stakeholder Forestry Program and the Chairman of the government owned Timber Corporation of 
Nepal. 

Mr. Adelso Revolorio Quevedo, Director of Planning, National Forest Institute 
Guatemala 
Mr. Revolorio Quevedo has served in his current position since 2009. With over 20 years of experience 
in the forestry sector, he has also worked as the Director of Operations for the National Forestry 
Institute (2004 - 2009) and Executive Director for the National Council for Sustainable Forest 
Management Standards in Guatemala (2003 - 2004). He earned his M.Sc. degree from CATIE (Center for 
Tropical Agricultural Research and Teaching) in 1996. Mr. Revolorio Quevedo has extensive experience 
in forest stewardship, policy, planning, monitoring and management.  
 
Mr. Ogden Antonio Rodas Camas, Director of the National Forest Plan, National Institute of Forests 
Guatemala   
Mr. Rodas Camas is an experienced professional in the area of renewable natural resources. He has 
studied in Guatemala, Costa Rica, Mexico, Italy and Venezuela. He has experience in land use planning, 
natural resources management, watershed management, land management, forest policy and planning, 
formulation, implementation and evaluation of programs and projects, institutional and organizational 
strengthening and real estate valuation. He has worked on land classification methodologies for forestry 
purposes and the creation of forest policy instruments. Mr. Rodas Camas currently assists the National 
Forest Service and other groups with forestry certification standards for forest management, forestry 
incentive design, building linkages to other sectors (energy, food security, water, biodiversity), and 
developing small forest enterprises. 
 
Mr. Elmer Leonel Salazar Mejía, Member, Advisory Council of the National Alliance of Community 
Forestry Organizations (ACOFOP) 
Guatemala 
Mr. Salazar Mejía is in charge of the management, production and marketing of non-timber forest 
products (xate, gum, ramon, guano, pepper) within the Maya Biosphere Reserve (RBM) in the 
department of Petén Guatemala for ACOFOP. His work supports the minority communities, who make 
up the membership of ACOFOP, to manage forests and improve their quality of life. He also provides 
technical assistance and support to the Alliance of Community Forestry Organizations Guatemala 
(AOFCG) where he represents ACOFOP on advocacy and management issues arising from sustainable 
forestry community in Guatemala.  
 
Mr. Gordy Sanders, Resource Manager 
Pyramid Mountain Lumber, Inc.  
Mr. Sanders joined Pyramid Mountain Lumber 10 years ago as the Resource Manager, having earned a 
Master’s of Science degree in forest and range management from Washington State University. He is 
familiar with Montana's timber industry, having worked as a forester for Anaconda Forest Products, 
Champion International, and Plum Creek Timber Company before coming to Pyramid. Along with his 
local duties, he networks with timber groups and government agencies at the state and federal level to 
improve forest management methods and practices. Mr. Sanders is a Society of American Foresters 



(SAF) Certified Forester. He is currently the Chair of the Montana SAF Policy Committee and has served 
as the Montana State Chair. He also serves as an auditor for the State of Montana Forestry Best 
Management Practices. Mr. Sanders has received numerous awards and recognitions, including 
“Timberman of the Year” and “Communicator of the Year” from the Montana Wood Products 
Association. 
 
Mr. Jim Smyle, Natural Resource Management Specialist 
Independent Consultant   
Mr. Smyle is a US-based, independent consultant for the environment, natural resources and rural 
development. His areas of specialization and interest include: sustainable natural resource 
management; watershed management; forestry and agricultural development; community and rural 
development; environmental policy and regulation; governance and rural institutions. His academic 
background is in forest management and forest hydrology. He has almost 30 years of experience 
working and living in Latin America, Asia, and most recently in Africa. During his career, he has been on 
staff at the World Bank (1988-2006) and his current consulting clients include the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD), the World Bank, and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
Investment Centre. He lives in San Antonio, Texas where he is active in local environmental and 
development issues and serves as the Chairman/President of The Vetiver Network International, a 
global network promoting the utilization of Vetiver grass for applications in soil and moisture 
conservation, bioengineering, phytoremediation and community development. 

Dr. Tint Lwin Thaung, Executive Director 
RECOFTC  - The Center for People and Forests 
Dr. Thaung has served as the Executive Director of RECOFTC - The Center for People and Forests since 
September 2011. Dr. Thaung is a Myanmar-born Australian national who has more than 26 years of 
professional experience in forest management, forest research, and community forestry. Prior to his 
time at RECOFTC, Dr. Thaung worked as a Training and Institutional Development Advisor with The 
Nature Conservancy, and led the Responsible Asia Forestry and Trade (RAFT) Program headquartered at 
the IUCN Regional Office for Asia in Bangkok. Dr. Thaung has worked extensively in the region with 
particular focus on Papua New Guinea, Thailand, Australia, and Myanmar, where he began his career as 
a national park warden, moving up to become Country Program Coordinator for the Wildlife 
Conservation Society and Deputy Country Coordinator for SWISSAID-Myanmar. Dr. Thaung has had a 
long association with RECOFTC, and community involvement in forest management has been a 
consistent focus in his professional practice. Dr. Thaung moved to Australia in 1998 to undertake his 
Ph.D. studies with a scholarship from the World Bank and returned as a freelance researcher in 2006 to 
undertake research on forestry issues on the Myanmar-China border with funding from the Mac Arthur 
Foundation. Dr. Thaung subsequently became a policy advisor in the Australian Government’s 
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs.  
 
Mr. Tony Tooke, Director of Ecosystem Management Coordination, 
United States Forest Service 
Mr. Tooke has worked for the U. S. Forest Service since age 18 and currently serves as the Director of 
Ecosystem Management Coordination (EMC) in Washington, DC. He oversees activities in planning, 
NEPA, appeals, litigation, resource information, human dimensions, collaboration, and economics.  His 
current priorities include implementation of a new planning rule for the National Forest System (NFS) as 
well as improving NEPA implementation to accomplish increased ecological restoration work across the 
NFS.  Mr. Tooke’s prior Washington DC assignments include the Deputy Director for Economic Recovery 
(helping oversee implementation of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act) and Assistant 
Director for Forest Management (focusing on restoration, reforestation, program integration, ecosystem 
services, and climate change).  Prior to coming to the Washington office in 2006, he served as Deputy 



Forest Supervisor for the National Forests in Florida as well as four different District Ranger 
assignments.   

Mr. Tin Tun, Director General, Planning and Statistics Department, Ministry of Environmental 
Conservation and Forestry 
Myanmar 
Since 2012, Mr. Tin Tun has served in his current position where he is responsible for the overall 
planning and environmental and forest policy formulation at the ministry level. He coordinates with the 
National Planning and Economic Development Ministry to streamline forestry sector and biodiversity 
conservation efforts into national planning. He has over 10 years of experience in the Forest Department 
as well as 9 years of teaching experience as a lecturer on Silviculture, Forest Ecology and Forest 
Management at the University of Forestry. Mr. Tin Tun holds a B.Sc. in Forestry from Rangoon University 
and a M.Sc. from University of Melbourne, Australia.  
 
Mr. Roger Ziesak, Forest Practices Specialist 
Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
Mr. Ziesak is the Forest Products Retention and Utilization Program Manager at the Montana 
Deptartment of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC). He started his career in 1980 working as a 
timber cruiser in Alaska, and spent 12 years there in a variety of positions eventually reaching Chief 
Forester before leaving in 1994 to start his own forestry consulting company in Montana. His company, 
Ziesak Forestry, operated for 10 years working from California to Alaska to North Dakota and all points 
in-between. He joined the Montana DNRC in late 2003 and has worked as a lead forester on the Swan 
State Forest and as the Operations Section Chief for the Forest Management Bureau before moving to 
his current position. Mr. Ziesak has worked in all types of timber throughout the western U.S. and has 
experience in every aspect of forest management and project development. 


