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12 National Forests and the Dakota Prairie Grasslands

Approximately 25 million acres of National Forest System landsApproximately 25 million acres of National Forest System lands
• 16.9 million in Montana
• 6.5 million in Idaho
• 1.5 million in North & South Dakota



Near Big Sky, Montana, on Gallatin National Forest. 
Established in 1899, the Gallatin is part of the 
Greater Yellowstone Area, the largest intact 
ecosystem in the continental United States. Photo 

Trees killed by mountain pine beetles along Red Rock Road are 
stacked alongside the road in the Beaverhead-Deerlodge 
National Forest by a log loader with an 80-foot hydraulic boom 
with grapple.  Many of the dead and hazardous trees are being y

Credit: Flickr/Megan Prusynski.
with grapple.  Many of the dead and hazardous trees are being 
removed near roads to help preserve the safety of visitors 
traveling to their favorite areas on the forest.



Managing and Managing and 
Restoring Healthy, Restoring Healthy, g y,g y,

Resilient Forest and Resilient Forest and 
Grassland EcosystemsGrassland Ecosystems
The new Planning Rule will be founded 
on a collaborative and science-based 
framework to restore and sustain the 
National Forests and Grasslands.  

Protecting and enhancing water 
resources and providing functioning 
habitat, adapting to climate change

Ensure diversity of plant and animal 
communities. Contribute to recovery of 
TES

A young, healthy stand of lodgepole pine grows in the 
foreground with a backdrop of trees devastated by the 
mountain pine beetle outbreak on the Beaverhead-Deerlodge 
National ForestImprove forest and grassland vigor, 

reduce invasive species, and lessen fire 
risk

K  ti  i    

National Forest.

Keep native species common, conserve 
proposed and candidate species

Protect species of conservation concern



Emphasizes Emphasizes 
protecting and protecting and p gp g

enhancing Water enhancing Water 
ResourcesResources

Plans will analyze the effects of 
forest health and management 
practices on water resourcespractices on water resources

The new Rule will require plans 
to include components to to include components to 
maintain, protect, and restore 
public water supplies, 
groundwater, sole source 

Isabella Creek on the Clearwater National Forest.  The 
Clearwater National Forest in northern Idaho covers 1.8 
million acres from the jagged peaks of the Bitterroot 
Mountains in the east to the river canyons and the rolling 
hills of the Palouse Prairie in the westaquifers, and source water areas 

on NFS lands.

hills of the Palouse Prairie in the west.



Public Services and Public Services and 
Benefits to Benefits to 

The new Rule will support 
vibrant communities by 

Benefits to Benefits to 
CommunitiesCommunities

vibrant communities by 
supporting sustainable 
recreation and rural job 
opportunities on  National 
Forest System Lands.y

Adaptive framework to allow 
greater focus on implementation.

The first boat is launched from the new Doris Point Boat Launch 
on Hungry Horse Reservoir, Flathead National Forest.  The 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provided $290,000 to 

Considers  multiple values and 
uses including watershed, 
wildlife and fish, wilderness, 
grazing, recreation, access, 

y p $ ,
help complete the site that includes a new double-lane concrete boat 
ramp with a loading/unloading dock, a 70-space parking area, host 
site, picnic area and restrooms. 

grazing, recreation, access, 
timber, energy, minerals 
ecosystem services.

Cultural and Historical resourcesCultural and Historical resources
Public engagement and 
collaboration through all land 
mgt. planning phases



Working with States, Working with States, 
Tribes, other Agencies Tribes, other Agencies Tribes, other Agencies Tribes, other Agencies 

Consider Plans, Assessments and 
land use policies:p

•State Wildlife Action Plans;

•Statewide Forest Assessments;

•Community wildfire protection 
Plans;

d ll i d ib l l•Federally Recognized Tribal plans 
and policies;

•Compatibility and interrelated 
impacts/opportunities;

A river otter climbs up onto a dock at Seeley Lake on the Lolo 
National Forest.  The forest includes 2.1 million acres 
managed by five Ranger Districts. Several National Trails, impacts/opportunities;

•Identify Joint goals and objectives;

•Resolving/reducing conflicts;

including the Lewis and Clark and Nez Perce go through the 
area.  Other highlights include the Rattlesnake National 
Recreation Area and Wilderness, and the Ninemile Remount 
Depot – home of the Northern Region Pack Train.

•Resolving/reducing conflicts;



Improve Effectiveness Improve Effectiveness 
of  shared Planning, of  shared Planning, 
Implementation and Implementation and Implementation and Implementation and 

MonitoringMonitoring
Goal:  

Increase effectiveness of 
Forest Service monitoring 
so the funds we spend so the funds we spend 
result in information that 
can better inform 
management decisions.

Capitalize on better 
integrating Forest Service 
i t  d it i  

Low and slow understory prescribed burn in Central Oregon

inventory and monitoring 
programs as well as other 
government  and non-
government  monitoring g g
programs.



ThanksThanks

The Forest For Every Classroom program on the 
Helena National Forest provides kids in grade school Helena National Forest provides kids in grade school 
with lessons in learning about the environment and 
conservation.  


