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1992: No compact on forests, but.. 

 Big push for “new” public policies and legal frameworks, 
based on the pricinciples of sustainable forest management 

 Development of “private” policies, voluntary, market-based 
(forest certification) 



1990s-2000s: SAPs 

 Many laws and decrees, but not much domestic ownership 
 Implementation (and impact) ≈ Fulfilled conditionalities (in 

matrices, but not much monitoring on the ground) 
 



2000s: The pressure for legality 

 Campaigns by ENGOs, pressure on public opinion 
and gov’t in consumer countries, pressure on 
private sector and gov’t in producer countries 
 Easier than “sustainability” 



 



Today’s map of “pressures” 
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Deforestation 



The forest transition curve 



Why reducing emissions from forest 
sector? 

 Greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation, 
forest degradation, and peatlands account for 
about 12-17% of annual global emissions 
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 REDD+ stands for: Reducing Emission from Deforestation 
and Degradation, conservation, sustainable management of 
forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks 
 The focus of REDD+ is on reducing emissions, this is not 

synonymous with Avoided Deforestation  
 The BIG difference is that REDD+ involves, at least:  

- measuring the area deforested (def) and degraded (deg)  
- deriving the related emissions on the basis of knowledge 
of pre-existing carbon stocks: 
 emissions = def x CO2/ha + deg x CO2/ha 
 Countries would be rewarded (described as international 

PES by some) 

What is REDD+? 



 A baseline of emissions (e.g. historical over past 5 yrs) is 
derived for the country 
 Country commits to reducing emissions below the baseline 
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Compensated emissions reduction 



The UN-REDD Programme 

 United Nations collaborative initiative on Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and forest 
Degradation (REDD) in developing countries 
 Launched in 2008, builds on the convening role 

and technical expertise of the FAO, UNDP and 
UNEP  
 Supports nationally-led REDD+ processes and 

promotes the informed and meaningful 
involvement of all stakeholders, including 
Indigenous Peoples and other forest-dependent 
communities, in national and international REDD+ 
implementation 



UN-REDD 
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The map is NOT the territory 

 



The State: the map 



The State: the territory 
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Several governance challenges face both FLEGT and REDD+  
 
 Illegal logging: IL involves a range of activities and difficult to 

draw simple conclusion 
 Corruption: thought to affect forest management but limited 

knowledge available, may also affect the implementation of 
FLEGT and REDD+ 
 Land tenure: some 80% of forests in tropical countries are 

publicly owned, but many indigenous communities have 
traditional claims 
 Safeguards for local communities: how can it be ensured 

that they benefit from FLEGT and REDD+, or at least are not 
disadvantaged? 

The map vs. the territory 
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